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Tree of Life World AIDS Day Candlelight Vigil Set

for Thurs., Dec. 1, 2011 at Village Hillcrest

**New this year is Living Memorial project; event marks 20th anniversary of free community event, and 30th anniversary of AIDS epidemic**

San Diego – Oct. 27, 2011 – Mama’s Kitchen and Village Hillcrest will host the 20th annual Tree of Life Tree Lighting Ceremony on Thurs., Dec. 1, 2011 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 3965 Fifth Ave. in Hillcrest. The ceremony, which is considered San Diego County’s premiere event to commemorate World AIDS Day, honors those affected by AIDS and recognizes the ongoing leadership efforts made to end the worldwide epidemic.

The theme of World AIDS Day 2011 is “Getting to Zero,” which is backed by the United Nations and focuses on zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS related deaths. World AIDS Day reminds people that HIV has not gone away, and that there are many things still to be done.

At the Dec. 1 Tree of Life event, Chief of the County of San Diego HIV, STD and Hepatitis Branch of Public Health Services Terry Cunningham will lead the candlelight vigil. Perette Godwin from KSWB-TV (Fox 5) will serve as emcee of the event. Attendees will enjoy holiday tunes from The San Diego Gay Men’s Chorus and complimentary refreshments provided by Kona Coffee. The event is free and open to the public. More than 200 people are expected to attend.

“The Tree of Life Ceremony allows the San Diego community to gather together and remember those who are no longer with us because of AIDS,” said Alberto Cortés, executive director, Mama’s Kitchen. “Through this event we can also embrace and show support for members of our community who still battle this serious disease daily.”

The trees are decorated with ornaments that honor those who have been affected by AIDS and will remain on display throughout the holiday season at Village Hillcrest. Ornaments can be purchased online at www.mamaskitchen.org prior to the event or that evening and personalized with a message. The cost is $15 each or two for $25. 

All proceeds from the Tree of Life Ceremony benefit Mama’s Kitchen, San Diego’s only county-wide meal delivery service for men, women and children affected by AIDS or cancer. 
In addition to ornaments available for purchase, there are a number of ways to support Mama’s Kitchen at the event and throughout the holiday season:

· Tree of Life attendees are encouraged to bring a donation of non-perishable food items to benefit Mama’s Pantry clients. Look for the red barrels that will be on-site to drop off your donation. For a suggested list of items to donate, please visit www.mamaskitchen.org.

· All day on Dec. 1, local area restaurants including Kous Kous, Brazen BBQ, Local Habit, Saigon on 5th, and Burger Lounge will donate a significant portion of your entire party’s bill to Mama’s Kitchen. A voucher must be presented and these are available for download from www.mamaskitchen.org. 

· For a $100 donation to Mama’s Kitchen, a loved one can be included in the Living Memorial project. The public is invited to send a digital image of a loved one who is currently living with HIV/AIDS or has passed from the disease. The Living Memorial Slideshow will be shown at the Tree of Life event on Dec. 1 and will be online throughout the year on the Mama’s Kitchen website, www.mamaskitchen.org. Please visit the Mama’s Kitchen website or call (619) 233-6262 for additional details, deadlines and image specifications to participate in the Living Memorial project.

For more information about Tree of Life or to participate in holiday giving opportunities, please call (619) 233-6262 or visit www.mamaskitchen.org. 

About Mama’s Kitchen 
Mama’s Kitchen was founded in 1990 when volunteers from the AIDS Assistance Fund discovered that many of their clients were becoming too ill to take care of themselves. They realized that a reliable home meal delivery service was needed to ensure that these individuals would continue to receive nutritious, life-sustaining food. In 2004, Mama’s Pantry was opened to provide individuals with HIV/AIDS who are able to prepare meals the opportunity to supplement their nutritional needs. Mama’s Kitchen has served over five million meals since it was founded and has never turned away a client who qualified for our services.  Our commitment to our clients remains unchanged. Today, the organization has expanded its service to San Diegans affected by either AIDS or cancer. Mama’s Kitchen provides three meals a day, for every day of the year, free of charge, to nearly 300 men, women, and children in San Diego County. Learn more and make a donation at www.mamaskitchen.org or call (619) 233-6262.
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